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Heatwave and climate change having negative impact on our soil say experts
The recent heatwave and drought could be having a deeper, more negative effect on soil than we
first realised say scientists. This could have widespread implications for plants which, in turn, may
impact on the entire ecosystem. That's because the organisms in soil are highly diverse and
responsible not only for producing the soil we need to grow
crops, but also other benefits such as cleaning water and
regulating greenhouse gas emissions.
The new study, published in Nature Communications,
provides new insight into how a drought alters soil at
microbial level. It shows that expected changes in climate
will affect soil and that soil is not as tough as previously
thought.
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