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In a warming world, could air conditioning make things worse?

As climate change continues to push summer temperatures ever higher, the increased use of
air conditioning in buildings could add to the problems of a warming world by further
degrading air quality and compounding the toll of air pollution on human health, according to
a new study. The analysis combines projections from five different models to forecast
increased summer energy use in a warmer world and how that would affect power
consumption from fossil fuels, air quality and, consequently, human health just a few decades
into the future.
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Floating park is made from plastic waste
According to a report commissioned by the

Dutch Ministry Environment, more than
1,000 cubic meters of plastic waste is
transported every year down the Meuse
River and into the North Sea. The plastics
come from landfills, agriculture, sewage and
inland shipping. So a floating park made
entirely from recycled plastic waste and
appropriately named the Recycled Park. The
park are designed with a system, who removes the garbage from the water. But the platforms
aren’t just designed to reduce plastic pollution — they also serve as a wildlife habitat. Plants
grow both above and below the river surface, providing a habitat capable of sustaining
marine life and encouraging fish to lay eggs below the platforms.
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Capacity of forests to sequester carbon are limited
Researchers have calculated the capacity of North American forests to sequester carbon in a

detailed analysis that for the first time integrates the effects of two key factors: the natural
process of forest growth and regeneration, and climate changes that are likely to alter the
growth process over the next 60 years. Scientists found that North American forests have
reached 78 percent of their capacity to sequester carbon and will gain only 22 percent
capacity.
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